233.   LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
August 21, 1928

DEAR MOTILALJI,

I have your letter. I have written for this week's Toung India
too on the forthcoming Conference1, But I thought it was
better for me not to deal with the body of the report but rather
emphasize the importance of avoiding theoretical criticism and
appealing to the Mussalmans and Hindus not to insist upon the
pound of flesh. What is the use of my dealing with the recommend-
ations ? My mind just now refuses to think of the form except when
it is driven to it. For, I feel that we shall make nothing of a
constitution be it ever so good, if the men to work it are not
good enough. Anything reasonable therefore appears to me to be
acceptable if only we have unanimity, because in the matter of
the constitution, unanimity seems to be the most important thing.
But I can say in general terms that you have succeeded wonder-
fully with Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Sir Ali Imam. I was not
prepared for the endorsement of the franchise for instance, or of
your solution of the Native States. But I see that the Hindu-Muslim
question is still to be a thorny question.

With reference to myself I do not at all feel like moving out
of Sabarmati just now. Indeed I should like to bury myself in
Sabarmati and do whatever I can through writing in Toung India
and Navajivan and through correspondence. I have more than
enough work for me in the Ashram, I do not know whether you
are aware that Bardoli was possible because the Ashram was in
existence. The majority of the workers in Bardoli owe their prepa-
ration to the Ashram directly or to its indirect influence. If I could
but make of the Ashram what I want, I should be ready to give
battle on an extensive scale*

Tours sincerely,
From a photostat; S.N. 13667

1 Vide "All Eyes on Lucknow", 23-8-1928.   For the earlier article, vide
"The Nehru Report", 16-8-1928.